The Cause and Effect of Oregon’s Trail of Tears

Goal: This lesson will inform students of what led up to the removal of Tribes to the Grand
Ronde reservation. Students will learn about the Grand Ronde Trail of Tears and the hardships
Native Americans faced as they made the 263 mile long journey to the Grand Ronde
reservation.

Oregon Common Core Standards:

e ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior
knowledge or opinions.

Oregon Social Sciences Academic Content Standards:

e Historical Knowledge 8.2 Evaluate continuity and change over the course of United

States history, by analyzing key people and constitutional convention, age of Jefferson,
industrial revolution, westward expansion, Civil War.

e Historical Knowledge 8.3 Examine social, political and economic factors that caused
westward expansion from American Revolution through reconstruction.

Objectives:

e Student will be able to summarize the Trail of Tears.

e Student will be able to discuss critical thinking questions regarding the Trail of Tears in a
whole class discussion.



LESSON PLAN

Unit: Grand Ronde
Lesson Title: The Cause and Effect of Oregon’s Trail of Tears

Rational: Students will discover the devastating effects Westward Expansion had on the Native
Americans of the Northwest. Students will look at different acts which changed the lives of
Native Americans in Oregon forever. Through the lessons students will examine primary
sources explaining how the Tribes of Grand Ronde were forced out of their homelands and onto
the Grand Ronde Reservation.

Goal: This lesson will inform students of what led up to the removal of Tribes to the Grand
Ronde reservation. Students will learn about the Grand Ronde Trail of Tears and the hardships
Native Americans faced as they made the 263 mile long journey to the Grand Ronde
reservation.

Oregon Common Core Standards:

e ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior
knowledge or opinions.

Oregon Social Sciences Academic Content Standards:

e Historical Knowledge 8.2 Evaluate continuity and change over the course of United
States history, by analyzing key people and constitutional convention, age of Jefferson,
industrial revolution, westward expansion, Civil War.

e Historical Knowledge 8.3 Examine social, political and economic factors that caused
westward expansion from American Revolution through reconstruction.

Objectives:

e Student will be able to summarize the Trail of Tears.
e Student will be able to discuss critical thinking questions regarding the Trail of Tears in a
whole class discussion.

Materials Needed:

v" Ambrose journals

Trail of Tears Read Aloud (optional)
Trail of Tears PowerPoint
Computer/Projector

Exit ticket
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LESSON PLAN

v" Vocabulary sheet
Time: Two class periods

Anticipatory Set: Begin by asking students what they think of when they hear the title, “Trail of
Tears”. Some students may associate this term with the Cherokee tribe. Compile a list of ideas
that students come up with that explain their interpretation of the title.

> Lesson Steps:

1. Present students with the vocabulary sheet to prepare them for the lesson.

2. Present students with the PowerPoint on the Trail of Tears.

3. After going through the PowerPoint pass out individual copies of George Ambrose
Journal to the students. Either read as a class or have students individually read the
journal entries.

4. Go over discussion questions:

a. What time of the year did this journey take place? What do you think the
terrain was like for the people who traveled the Trail of Tears?

b. What do you think it would have been like to be taken from your home
permanently and forced to go to a reservation?

c. What are some things you would have taken with you? Why did you choose
those things?

d. Once the Native Americans were moved to the reservation there were strict
rules. The Natives were not allowed to leave the reservation or talk to family
or friends outside of the reservation. How would you react to this?

e. When the Native Americans were moved to the reservation what kinds of
lifestyle changes did they have to make?

f. What is the significance of the name of the journey, The Trail of Tears, the
Native Americans traveled when being removed from their homelands to the
reservation?

5. Bringthe lesson to a close by having students complete the exit ticket.

Differentiation: Students can be given a printed copy of the PowerPoint to follow along and
take notes. The journal may be difficult for some students to read; therefore the teacher may
want to use the Trail of Tears read aloud and then have students refer back to the journal
entries to read.

Early Finisher Activity: N/A




LESSON PLAN

Assessment:

Yes No Notes

Student was able to
respectfully
participate in the
whole class
discussion.

Student was able to
write down at least
three specific
examples of what
they learned on the
exit ticket.

Notes/Other:
Attachments:

v" Ambrose journals

Trail of Tears Read Aloud (optional)
PowerPoint presentation

Exit ticket

Vocabulary sheet
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Vocabulary
Trail of Tears

Band
Native American/American Indian
Tribe

Reservation

Definitions:

Band- A group of native people joined in a common purpose; to unite as a group —the band is usually a

- smaller part of a tribe.

Native- American/American Indian-refers to an indigenous person of any global place - an enrolled member,
member, or descendent of a Tribe — also known as Indian

Tribe- A group of indigenous people that share similar cultural, social, political, and/or economic
characteristics

Reservation- land held for special use, in this case a place for Indians.



ntsayka lkanum — Our
Story

Removal of Tribes 1855-1857

* During the discovery of gold in 1852 and the Oregon Donation Land Act of 1850,
settlers flooded Indian Country via the Applegate Trail.

*  Much of the land and their resources to survive were taken and dispersed.

¢ Duetothetreaties db the US and the Tribes, Table
Rock Reservation was only a temporary placement for Tribes.

As a result of the national policy of removal and relocation the tribes thatresided on
Table Rock Reservation and around it were gathered and relocated to the Grand
Ronde Reservation.

* Areservation is land held for special use, in this case a place for Indians.

* Indian Agent George Ambrose led the tribes and recorded their journeyina diary.

Native people were gathered up near Ft. Lane, at the base
of Table Rock (near present day Medford) and forced to
march during the winter months beginning February 23
through March 25, 1856, to the Grand Ronde Indian
Reservation.

* The march was over 30 days long.

* During this march 8 people died and 8 babies were born,
so the military officers supervising the march were able to
state that “they had arrived with the number of people
they had left with.”

The Grand Ronde Indians were taken by horse, wagon, and
steam boat, but mostly by foot.

i Gertrude Mercier and Martha
Jane Sands (left to right) were on
the Grand Ronde Trail of Tears
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The Hudson Family was also on the Trail
of Tears

Solomon and Jenny Riggs were also
on the Trail of Tears
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Grand Ronde Reservation

* The original
Reservation contained
more than 60,000
acres.

* The Reservation was
located on the eastern
side of the coast range
on the headwaters of
the South Yambhill River,
about 60 miles
southwest of Portland
and about 25 miles
from the ocean.
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Life on the Reservation

There were few jobs
at the Reservation;

Indians were paid %
wages.

Many people left
the Reservation to
work in agriculture.
* Many men worked
in logging.

Others worked in
hops and bean
fields.

* Others worked in
canneries.

Life on the Reservation

Tribal members
adapted to the
changing times.
Many intertribal
marriages took
place.
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7 ndisturbed for centuries, the Indians of the Rogue
River Valley faced a dizzying onslaught of changes
and calamities between the 1820s and the 1850s. In
less than thirty years the spread of Euro-American
=< settlement, new diseases, ecological disruptions
accompanying the gold rush, and failures of federal Indian policy
swept through their villages with disastrous consequences. Because
they resisted trespass and sought to defend their people, they were
labeled *rogues” or “rascals.” Their own names—Latgawa [“people
of the uplands™], Dagelma [“people along the river”], and Shasta-
—were largely lost in the rush of events. To the victors who drove
them from their lands, they were “savages” and “rogues.”

The tragedies that befell the Indians of the Rogue River Valley
attained a crescendo in the years from 1846 to 1856. In that decade,
overland emigrants poursd through Indian homelands via the
Applegate Trail. The discovery of gold on Jackson Creek in early
1852 unleashed a flood of newcomers. Miners as well as
pioneer settlers filing for lands under the Oregon Donation Land Act
of 1850 scrambled for the resources of the valley and the corridors of
its tributary streams. The federal government did too
little and acted too late to check the calamity.

Settlement and the gold rush unleashed ecological disaster and
robbed the Indians of the means to survive. Settlers split rails to fence
their fields and erect cabins; they suppressed the Indian fire ecology
which was essential in the harvest of tarweed seeds and maintenance
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1856 Diarv of indian
Agent George Ambro:

. Edited by Stephen Dow Beckham

of an open forest understory productive of food for deer and elk.
Settlers’ hogs rooted out camas lilies and gobbled down acoms, fur-
ther depleting traditional food resources of the Indians. The miners
turned over gravel bars in their quest for placer deposits and sent a
flood of mud cascading downstream with terrible impact on the runs
of salmon and eel as well as hindering the ability of the Indians to
fish for trout and harvest freshwater mussels. The setders used
firearms to kill deer, elk, and bear, while the territorial legislature
made it illegal for an Indian to possess a gun or purchase ammuni-
tion. A place of abundance was transformed into a land of starvation.
Not until 1853 did the Bureau of Indian Affairs negotiate
treaties with the Indians in the Rogue River Valley. By that date the
levels of distrust and ill-will were so high on both sides that the
treaties and creation of the Table Rock Reservation seemed but a lull
in the storm. The lands reserved for the Indians were but a fraction
of their territory and lacked many of the resources they needed to sur-
vive. The token garrison of soldiers at Fort Lane (near the Rogue
River, below the Table Rocks) proved inadequate to stop trespassers.
to confine the Indians to residency on the reservation, or to stop the
machinations of self-styled “exterminators” who murdered and mas-
sacred Indians and then repeatedly provoked them to retaliate.

Above: “Beaver Teeth” Lower Table Rock. During the removals of 1856, Indian
Agent George Ambrose was responsible for escorting the Indians on Table Rock
Reservation to the Grand Ronde Reservation, thereby ending millennia of Indian
occupancy in the Rogue River Valley.

SOUTHERN OREGON HERITAGE



These events were made worse by the spread of measles,
intluenza, and other new diseases. Lacking resistance to these ail-
ments, the Indians sickened and died by the dozens. Some villages
were entirely wiped out. Forced removal to the Table Rock
Reszrvation in the waning months of 1853 only concentrated the
sick and the well in unfavorable circumstances.

An attack of October, 1855, by “exterminators” from the
fzcksonville mining camps precipitated the Rogue River Indian War
o7 1855 and 1856, and caused the flight of many able-bodied
Indians west into the canyon of the Rogue River.

As the war slowed with the onset of winter snows and bitter
cold, Indian agent George Ambrose collected the Indians who had
remained on Table Rock and others scattered from throughout the
=2iley. and planned their removal. The 1853 treaties provided only
that the Table Rock Reservation would serve temporarily as a
=olding place for the Indians. In accord with the national policy of
ramoval and relocation, Ambrose set in place Superintendent Joel
Palmer’s larger scheme, to colonize all of the Indians of western
Oregon on the Grand Ronde and Siletz reservations.

Born in Pickaway County, Ohio, in 1823, George H. Ambrose
aad his wife, Ellen Frances, had emigrated overland to Oregon in
1850. Sensing the opportunities of the Rogue River region, they filed
zpon & Donation Land Claim and settled in 1852 in Jackson County.

S. H. Culver was removed as agent because of charges
regarding his abuse of agency assets. Ambrose then took over
administration of the Rogue Valley Indian Agency. Ambrose
believed all was under control and declared so in the fall of 1853,
in a series of letters signed “A Miner” in the Oregon Statesmen.

~. His optimism was dashed by the massacre of twenty-three Indian

women, men, and children at the mouth of Butte Creek on October
8. 1855, by volunteers led by J. A. Lupton.

In February, 1856, Ambrose directed the removal of the
surviving Indians of the Rogue River Valley. His diary, a chronicle
of the journey northward via the Applegate Trail, is terse and typ-
ical of the day, revealing no emotion regarding the suffering and
dislocation of those he led. Ambrose readily admitted in his
account that the wagons to haul the aged and ill were inadequate
for the task. His diary dryly tallied the deaths of eight people and
the births of eight children during the journey.

The snow, mud, shortages of food, and constant fear
experienced by the refugees were made brief note of by Ambrose.
Pursued for days by Timeleon Love, a self-styled executioner of
Indians, the agent had difficulty staving off Love’s designs. The
Indians may have feared that Ambrose was leading them to
slaughter. Love’s dogged pursuit of their party and the inadequate
military escort must have caused alarm and anxiety.

The Ambrose diary hints at the dimensions of suffering and
iragedy endured by the Indians of southwestern Oregon in the 1856
removals to the new reservations. Similar forced marches northward
befell the natives of the Umpqua and Willamette valleys as well as
several bands brought along the coastal trail from Port Orford to
Siletz during the summer. “It almost makes me shed tears to
fisten to them as they totter along,” observed Lt. E. O. C. Ord who
witnessed one of these removals.

The Ambrose diary, which follows, documents the closing
chapter on countless millennia of Indian tenure in the Rogue River
Valley. Left behind were the bones of parents, grandparents, and
ancestors, ages-old villages and fisheries, and a way of life
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well-taned to the rhythms of a beautiful Jand.

—~The Indian refuéees departed the Table Reck
Reservation to take the Applegate Trail west via the
Rogue River and then north to the Willamette Valley.—

February 23d Saturday

The weatler still continues pleasant. It was found
necessary to have more teams than at first contemplated. I
accordingly proceeded to Jacksonville for that purpose, and
also to provide some articles, such as clothing and blankets to
add to the comfort of the Indians, although the weather is sett
[sic] down as pleasant. It certainly would be regarded as such,
especially at this season of the year, however the nights are
quite frosty and the mornings cool, sufficiently so, to render it
necessary that they should be provided with Tents, Blankers,
shoes & such necessaries as would tend to promote their com-
Jort while on their journey which being procured the day was
spent in distributing the articles among them. Also two addi-
tional teams were secured to convey the sick, aged and infirm.
Our teams now number eight which I fear will not be sufficient.
Thirty four Indians are disabled from traveling by reason of
Sickness aside from the aged & infirm, who will as a matter of
course have to be hauled.

February 24th Sunday
Remained in camp a fine and beautiful day too, our first idle
day spent in camp.

February 25th Monday

A heavy frost last night, on consequence of some Indian
horses straying off during the night we were unable to get our
early start. About Eleven oclock we all got under way. Our rout[e]
lay immediately down the [Rogue] River on the South bank of said
stream, a level & good road. We traveled today a distance of eight
miles, encamped on a small stream [Foots Creek] near its outlett
[sic] in Rogue River.

February 26th Tuesday

Frosty and cool. All things being arranged we took up our
line of March which shall lay immediately down Rogue River: In
about five miles we arrived at Jewert Ferry which occupied
several hours in crossing which being done we encamped for the
night, it being the only camp we could reach before nightfall.

[Several men constructed ferries to serve travelers in this
vicinity in the early 1850s. In 1853 Derbin’s Ferry crossed imme-
diately downstream from the mouth of Evans Creek; Evans’ Ferry
came next; and Joel Perkins’ Ferry was sitated near present day
Grants Pass (Applegate 1853). Thomas D. Jewett, a claimant
against the Indians for damages to his property in 1853, probably
operated the ferry mentioned by Ambrose.]

February 27th Wednesday

The weather continues cool & frosty. Our routfe] still lay
down [the north bank of] Rogue River; over rough rocky ground.
We marched today a distance of ten miles and camped at
Parterson’s old Ranch, good water but not much grass.

[At this point the refugee Indians wmmed north on the
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Applegate Trail in the vicin-
ity of present day Grants
Pass to ascend the slopes of
Sexton Mountain.]
February 28th Thursday

Frosty & cool again
this morning. While abour
preparing to leave camp
some person killed an Indian
who had wandered off some
distance from camp in search
of his horse which had
straved off during the night,
which caused some consider-
able excitement among the
Indians as it went to prove the
statement previously macde by
some evil disposed persons,
to wit: that they would be
killed by the way. We learned
this morning that a party of
evil disposed persons have
gone in advance of us, as is
supposed to annoy us, or kill
some friendly Indians. A
messenger was immediately
dispatched to Capt. [Andrew
J.] Smith at Fort Lane for an
additional force to escort us
to or thro[ugh] the Canyon if
it should be found necessary.
We also learned thar an
individual by the name of
Timeleon Love was the
person who killed the Indian
this morning and that he
composes of the parey that
had just passed. We drove today a distance of eleven miles and
encamped on the west bank of Jump Off Jo[e] Creek where we will
most probably remain till the arrival of Capt. Smith. [Born in
Kentucky in 1827, Love arrived in Oregon in 1852 and filed for a
Donation Land Claim in Josephine County.]

February 29th Friday

We remained in camp all day, quite a pleasant day. Capt.
Smith arrived about two oclock. Today we had another Indian to
die the first by disease on the road, although many are very sick,
however there are no new cases of sickness occurring.

March st Saturday

Quite a pleasant spring like morning. Everything being in
readiness by times we took up our line of march over a rough hilly
mountainous country, and the roads were truly in a horrible
condition. I omitted to mention thar on Thursday last we took a
Northward direction and left the Rogue River 1o the South of us
which brought us among some rough hills, benveen the Umpqua and
Rogue River. After passing the Grave [C]reek Hills we learned that
Mr. Love and some others were awaiting us at the house, intending

18

to kill an Indian. Upon going
to the house I found it to be a
fact, talked with the genile-
men, told them the conse-
quences, went back &
requesied Capt. Smith to
arrest M Love and mrn him
over to the civil authorities.
We passed the house however
without any difficulry and
encamped on a small stream
[Coyote Creek] two miles
North of Grave Creek. We
drove 1day a distance of
eight miles. We are now in the
midst of an hostile Indian
Counrry & not entirely free
from danger:

Mazxch 2d Sunday

Clear & frosty. Upon
consultation it was deemed
best to move forward, as we
went in an enemys country &
neither forage nor grass
cottld be had for our animals.
We found the roads horrible
as we Iraveled on, after
traveling hard all day we
made a distance of hwelve
miles & encamped for the
night on the West bank of
Cow Creek one mile above
the crossing.

the Rogue River) hides the turmoil and trugedy created for the Rogue Indians and settlers
by the surveying, fencing and settlement of “unclaimed” lands. Dated 1899.

March 3d Monday

The mornings still con-
tinue quite cool & frosty, our rout]e] lay almost directly North over
somewhat better ground than for nwo days previous. Our cattle was
Jaded considerable by our continuous marches, without forage or
grass, neither of which could be procured. We drove a distunce of
seven miles & encamped just within the mouth of the canvon.

[The refugees now faced the difficult descent of Canyon
Creek, a dozen miles of boulders, steep sidehills, and fords.]

March 4th Tuesday

The weather still continues fine for the season, during the
night our cattle deserted us passing thru the canvon & crossing
South Umpqua a distance of twelve miles. Some few of them took
the other end of the road, finding it impossible to collect the catile
in time to move. 1 took the Indians in advance & went through the
canyon before night in order 10 obtain supplies [in Canyonville] of
which we wvere getting quite short. In passing through 1 found
some heavy obstructions the high waters during the fore part of
the winter had thrown in large drift logs & a slide from the
mountain had filled up the channel of the creek, all of which
requtired to be removed before wagons could puass which was
accordingly done by Lieut. Underwood who sent a detachment in
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advance for that purpose, the persons who were sent in search of
the missing cattle, returned with all but four head.
March sth Wednesday

The Indians remained in camp today at the mouth of Canyon
creek awairing the arrival of the wagons about three or four o’clock
in the evening they made their appearance. The cattle very much
Jaded & tired as no forage could be had. I secured the best pasture
I could find & turned them in that. An Indian girl died this evening.
We were now a distance of eleven miles from our camp of the
evening of the third being occupied two days in making it. Mr: Love
who still continues to follow us was arrested & put under guard.

March 6th Thursday

This morning the cattle were collected together preparatory
10 inaking a start, and of the cattle still missing I sent a man back
through the canyon in search of those that went in that direction.
Towards noon three were discovered in the hills on the North side
of the South Umpqua & brought up to camp this evening. Good
road this morning until we reached South Umpqua, which stream
we ascertained we could ford with the wagons. The foot passengers
were all ferried whilst the teams were crossing & ready to resume
their march. Here we ascended a considerable hill & passing thru
some oak knowles [sic] come 10 a very narrow pass around the
spur of a mountain which projected down 1o the waters edge, and
around which a road had been dug out of the rock wide enough for
wagons to pass, emerging from here we came out in full view of an
open prairie, found the road good. We traveled roday a distance of
eight miles, & camped on the North bank of South Umpgua near
[William] Weavers.” [William and Anna Weaver and their family
resided a few miles south of Myrtle Creek. Married in 1831 in
Tennessee, the Weavers traveled overland to Oregon in 1830.]

March 7th Friday

The weather still continued cool & frosty of nights and pleasant
thru the day. Our road today hilly & in places quite rocky. An Indian
woman died this morning & the number of sick increasing. It was
Jound necessary to hire or buy another ream. I soon procured one &
continued our march. We drove today a distance of ten miles &
encamped in Round Prairie on the South Umpqua vet.

March 8th Saturday

From camp this morning we had a good road for about two
miles. Here we commenced ascending a mountain [Roberts
Mountain] on the swmmir of which a wagon upset & broke out a
tongue which caused considerable delay. After fixing a temporary
arrangement we were enabled to go down the mountain a distance
of four miles and encamped on Robeits creek. About nwo oclock in
the afternoon in order to repair our wagon before proceeding firther
which was accordingly done before night. Traveled today « distance
of Eight miles.

March Sunday 9th

Quiite a pleasant day, but owing to our proximity to the hostile
Indians, it was deemed advisable to continue our march, which
was accordingly done. Mr. Cain who had been sent in search of the
missing cattle returned. He stated that he had found the cattle in
the evening of the sixth and correlled [sic] them on the south side
of the canyon, that during the nighr he believes they were stolen by

SUMMER 1996

Above: Acorn basket and cradleboard from Society collections. Takelma Indian
women carried young children in cradleboards such as that on the right. Indian
Agent Ambrose recorded eight births during the march from Table Rock to Grand
Ronde Reservation.

the Indians, as hostile Indians were seen in that vicinity, &
appearances went to show that they had taken them. Qur road still
continues down the South Umpqua River over abroken uneven couin-
try. The roads growing worse as we went North. We traveled today
a distance of Eighr miles & encamped on the bank of a
lirle muddy branch abour nvo miles north of Roseburg.

March xoth Monday

A very fine morning indeed, we gort an early start this morming
found the roads very bad. In about two miles we arrived at
Winchester [s]ituated on the south bank of the Unpqua. Here we had
fo ferry the river; which occupied us about three hours. We then
ascended a considerable hill and traveled over a rough prairie
Country, very muddy roads. We found a very pleasant camp about
Jour miles North of Winchester on Camas Swail Creek, a distance of
Seven miles. This morning awrite [writ] of Habais [habeas] Corpus
was served on Lieut. Underwood to show cause why he detained &
held in custody unlawfully the person of Timeleon Love, to which he
made a return that he held hin by the authority of a legal Indian
Agent & according 1o law & that said Love was held only to be
turned over to the civil authorities according to law. Lieut. [William
Babcock] Hazen was left at Winchester in charge of the guard & to

turn the prisoner over 1o the proper officers of the law:

March rxth Tuesday

This morning the teams were got up quite early and
prepararions were made for starting. I then proceeded to Judge
[Matthew P.] Deady’s and caused awrit to be issued for the arrest
of Timeleon Love for the murder of a fiiendly Indian on the 28th
day of February last. Before the service of the warrant Mr: Love
had effected his escape. We found the roads in a horrible
condition and grass quite scarce. The teams drove but three miles
today & encamped for the purpose of attending the trial.

March 12th Wednesday

Cloudy & threatening rain, we had some trouble in finding our
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cattle. We however succeeded in gerting them together about ten
o’clock. After traveling through a canyon about one and a half miles
we arrived at Calapooia Creek. Our routfe] lay directly up the creek

: for nwo & a half miles over hilly but prairie Country when we crossed

the stream on a bridge ar [Dorsey] Bakers. For the remainder of the
day our rout[e] lay northward & over some steep hills. About four
miles from the mills we struck camp at what is called [O]akland. Tivo
deaths occur[rjed today since we camped—one man & one woman.
[Dr. Dorsey Syng Baker founded the original townsite of Oakland
before selling out his investments and becoming a prominent banker
and railroad builder in Walla Walla, Washington. Oakland moved in
1872 to a new site on the Oregon & California Railroad.]

March 13th Thursday,

This morning we had quite a shower of rain rendering it
quite unpleasant traveling. After burying the dead we took up our
line of march over a rough hilly & uneven country. Our cattle trav-
eled brisk today. About two oclock we struck camp on the bank of
a small stream by the name of Elk Creek near Jesse Applegates.
The day was quite cool with frequent showers rendering it
unpleasant traveling. We however traveled about twelve miles.
[Jesse and Cynthia Ann Applegate, emigrants of 1843, took up this
Donation Land Claim at Yoncalla in 1849. Jesse’s brothers,
Charles and Lindsay, and their families settled nearby.]

March 14th Friday

Cloudy & show[e]ry. By keeping our cattle in pasture we
were able to get an early
start. Our routfe] lay down
Elk creek thru a rough
canyon which we found quite
muddy. We crossed Elk &
Pass creek & several other
streams. After crossing Pass
Creek our road lay immedi-
ately up the creek & bound-
ed by high mountains on
either side. We drove eight
miles today & camped at the
foot of the Calapooia
Mountains. [Ambrose took
the Indian refugees north-
ward via the Trappers’ Trail,
the overland route between
Oregon arnd California. The
travelers entered the upper
Siuslaw watershed near
Lorane, Oregon.]

March 1s5th Saturday
Cloudy. This morning
our cattle were missing and
upon search we ascertained ¢
they had crossed the moun- i
tain pursuit was immediately 3
made & they were found
about ten miles from camp
[on Pass Creek]. They were
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Indians of the Rogue Valley wore burden baskets with a tumpline around their forehead. They
used these baskets lo camry roots, seeds, barries and firewood.

brofugh]t back and we were ready to start by two oclock. From camp
we commenced our ascent up the mouriain at first quite gradual.
After ascending some distance we arrived at the Summit. We then fol-
lowed the ridge of the mountain some distance before we cominenced
the descent. The road was quite dry over the mountain and till we
were near the base, when we found some very heavy mud. The last
team arrived in camp after traveling a distance of eight miles. One
woman died today.

March 16th Sunday
Cloudy with occasional sunshine. Remained in camp all day
10 rest. Nothing occurred worthy of relation.

March x7th Monday

This morning we took up our line of march in northward
direction. The roads were quire hilly and places very muddy. This
morning while crossing a small stream a teamster broke a wagon
rongue which delayed us an hour to repair after which we pro-
ceeded without any further difficulty for the remainder of the
day. We encamped tonight on the west bank of Rock Creek, a
distance of thirteen miles from when we started. Arrived in camp
by four oclock.

March 18th Tuesday .

Cloudy & threatening rain. During the night an Indian died
which detained us a short time to bury. However by nine oclock we
were in readiness 1o start. We traveled over a level flar country in
places quite muddy. The
greatest difficulty we experi-
ence is in obraining grass for
our cattle, which we find to be
exceedingly scarce. We drove
today « distance of twelve
miles, camped in an oak
grove near the claim of Mr:
Smith.

March 19th Wednesday

Cloudy & threatening
rain, quite show[e]ry thru
the day. We conrinued our
march down Long Tom
[River] & passed over
some very muddy roads. We
traveled today a distance of
Jourteen miles & encamped
on the bank of Long Tom ai
Starrs Point [Monroe,
OR.]. [Several members
of the Starr family settled
in this vicinity. Starrs
Point post office, estab-
lished in 1852, became
Monroe in 1874.]

March 20th

The weather still con-
tinues cloudy and threaten-
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: Right: Soldiers at Fort Lane, located at the base of the Table Rock

ing rain. We secured a good pasture last night for our caitle &
this morning quite early were underway. Qur routf{e] lay immedi-
ately down Long Tom over a level Prairie Country. In conse-
quence of the recent rains our wagons dragfgjed along heavily
all day. We drove a distance of fifteen miles and encamped on the
bank of Marys River, ar the Ferry [at Corvallis, OR.], a very hard
days drive but no camp could be found short of this.

March 2xst Friday

Clear & pleasant. This morning we were two or three hours
in ferrying the river, for nwo or three miles we found the roads very
muddy. Abour three miles North from Corvallis our road improved
very much, becoming rolling & dry. We traveled today a distance
of twelve miles and encamped near the claim of Mr. Rude.

March 22d. Saturday

Cloudy weather again. This morning for several miles our
road was in excellent condition. We then found some very bad road
and Sloughy Prairie to cross over after which we arrived at the
South Luckymute, which we crossed on a bridge. Still continuing
our course Northward in a few miles we arrived at Little
Luckymute which we also crossed on a bridge & passed upon the
North bank of the stream a short distance and
encammped near a little oak grove. Traveled twelve
miles.

March 23d. Sunday
Remained in camp all day quite a pleasant weather.

March a4th Monday

Got an early start this morning and had an
excellent road. We drove a distance of fifteen miles &
encamped near Mr. [James M.] Frederick's. [James M.
and Clarissa L. Frederick settled their Donation Land
Claim in Polk County in 1849.]

March 25th Tuesday

Clear & pleasant. We got an early start this morn-
ing and after driving hard all day reached the [Grand
Ronde] reservation about four o’clock in the evening
dfter driving a distance of sixteen miles. So ends my
Jowrney & journal. After a period of thirty three days in
which time we maveled a distance of two hundred &
Sixty three miles. Started with three hundred and twenty-
five Indians. Eight deaths and eight births, leaving the
number the same as when started. G
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. .of the American Historical Association in 1995.

Reservation, were outfitted in uniforms left over from the Mexican War
and fired muzzleloading rifles. It is likely that George Ambrose carried
something like these brass and leather powder flasks, bullet mold and
shot pouch.
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The Grand Ronde Trail of Tears

1856

For centuries Native Americans lived in the Rogue River Valley with no interruptions. Between
1820 and 1850 things began to change rapidly with the settlers and Europeans now
immigrating to the western side of the United States. Within the 30 year period life changed
drastically for the Natives who occupied the Rogue River Valley. Due to the discovery of gold in
Jackson County (Southern Oregon) a large amount of miners and pioneer settlers began to
move in quickly, while acquiring land through the Oregon Donation Land Act. Settlers began to
change the land they were intruding on. Settlers began to erect fences and cabins, taking away
land that was needed for the Natives to survive. Natives were no longer allowed to practice fire
ecology, which was imperative to farming and harvest tarweed seeds. A law was also put in
place that made it illegal for Natives to purchase guns or ammo, so settlers were using rifles to
kill deer, bear and elk. These three animals were primary food sources for the Native. The land
the Natives once occupied provided a wealth of food and now Natives found themselves
starving.

In 1853 the Bureau of Indian Affairs began negotiating treaties with the Rogue River Valley
Natives. The BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs) set aside a piece of land that was called, Table Rock
Reservation and put all the Natives living in the Rogue Valley on the reservation. Soldiers were
to guard the reservation to keep intruders out, whom kept attacking the Natives. On top of the
brutal attacks and Indian murders, the Natives were becoming infected with diseases brought
by the Europeans and settlers. Diseases such as influenza (the flu) and measles (fever, cough,
runny nose followed by a rash on the body) began to infect the Natives and kill them in
dramatic numbers. Some villages were entirely wiped out.

The Table Rock Reservation was only meant to serve as a holding place for the Natives. In
October of 1855 a large group of Jacksonville miners attacked the reservation and triggered the
Rogue River Indian War of 1855 and 1856. Although there were military officials who were in
place around the reservation to stop these attacks they kept occurring, cause lives to be lost on
both sides.

Indian Agent George Ambrose began to gather the Natives who still lived at Table Rock and
those who moved throughout the valley. During the 1850’s and 1860’s the national policy was
to remove Natives from their homelands and relocate them elsewhere. This began the
colonization of Western Oregon Indians. Indian Agent George Ambrose began the onset of
Indian removal to the Grand Ronde Reservation in 1856.



On February 23 1856 Ambrose and 325 Natives started the 33 day trek from Table Rock
Reservation (present day Medford) to the Grand Ronde Reservation. The Natives were not
allowed to bring all of their belongings, only what they could carry. While on the march,
Ambrose kept a journal that he wrote in everyday, recording the miles traveled each day and
any events that may have occurred. In Ambrose’s journal entries, it is made very apparent that
the wagons used on the march were not in any condition to be carrying those who were too old
or sick to travel. Ambrose also kept track of how many deaths and births happened on the
march. Military officials reported that eight deaths occurred and eight children were born on
the journey, therefore they arrived with the same number of people they left with.

On March 25, 1856 the Natives arrived to the Grand Ronde Reservation. They had traveled 263
miles in harsh weather and treacherous terrain. The life the Natives once knew was now gone.

Today, Chachalu, the Confederated Tribes of Grand Rondes’s cultural center, displays Jenny
Rigg’s shawl that she wore while on the march to Grand Ronde.



Exit Ticket

What was learned today?—Give at |east three specific examples!
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